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Energy Prospects Co-operative Limited 

Chairman’s Statement for year ending 31st January 2015 

As mentioned in the Interim Report the Board issued in December 2014 substantial progress for EP 
was being defined by several factors largely outside of our control and in particular we have been 
hampered by lack of clarity from the Government and various regulatory authorities.  During 2014 
we did not achieve the planning consent successes we had hoped for but we did enable two 
construction projects to proceed building on the planning success we had at Duckmanton and 
Shafton.  These are reported in more detail under the Projects Report section below. 

Due to this enforced slow down in our work we have considered it prudent not to increase our 
portfolio of wind projects for development.  The timing of fees being paid into our coffers has 
presented cashflow issues for development activity that required careful management.  There was 
much conjecture on the status of cooperative and community projects during the year with planned 
changes to the regulations guiding both.  There was continuing uncertainty with whether ROC’s and 
FiT’s would be curtailed and if so by how much and to what timescales.  For projects with a long lead 
time through the planning process such as wind this is unhelpful.  All this coupled by the authorities 
not seeing things positively whilst awaiting the results of the General Election in May 2015 not only 
affected us but many others in the wind industry across UK. 

Your Board though has continued throughout the year to push forward its existing projects where it 
can achieve progress at modest cost to safeguard the investment made in those projects and to 
safeguard our cash balances and manage industry risk.  Planning is a slow process and decision 
making by those in a position to make the decisions do get side lined by external issues and however 
much pressure we seek to impose it has had little overall effect. 

Project Reports. 

Bernard Matthews sites. 

Pinchbeck Consented 05.02.14 MOD Radar issues being assessed and 
ongoing.  Slow progress being made. 
Co-op set up but awaiting another success 
before proceeding 

Causeway Refused at planning stage 
and to go to Appeal 

Another project in the area indicated that 
an Appeal would not succeed therefore 
project dropped. 

Wendling Application submitted   18th 
November 2014 

Held waiting further clarification on MOD 
Radar issues.  Ongoing work. 

Radar issues and grid availability in the East Anglia region are making several projects as well as ours 
difficult to progress in the shorter time frame we ideally require.  We will keep abreast of 
developments locally 

Harworth Estates sites. 

Arkwright 
(Duckmanton) 

Consented 10.11.2013 Built as a first project for Four Winds Coop. 
Generation commenced on 19th December 
2014.  Success Fee received 

Shafton Consented 22.01.14 Built with generation expected 26th June 
2015. Success Fee then due to be paid. 

Ricall Planning refused (despite 
planning officer 
recommending consent); we 
were advised to take the 
application to written Appeal 

Inspector has completed his report but 
nothing has been issued due to General 
Election in May 2015.  We should expect to 
hear something – any day now? 



3 
 

and submitted the appeal in 
November 2014.  Appeal 
decision awaited. 

Yorkshire Main Planning Application 
submitted 10th December 
2014 

No objections on file so expect 
determination shortly (delayed by General 
Election) 

 

Harworth Estates have one other site, in Lancashire, known as Cutacre, which is a possibility for wind 
development.  They have held this site for us whilst they have considered other options for multi-
development on that site and we have an ongoing dialogue with them. 

Rumbling Bridge Hydro. 

We are continuing to seek to develop this 500kW project north of Edinburgh, which has achieved 
planning and Scottish Environment Planning Agency consent and has been pre-accredited for FITs.  
Our financial modelling for this project looks acceptable and the team assembled to construct the 
project has an established track record.  Our risk is to finalise the outstanding contracts and planning 
consent conditions, and bring the project to financial close sufficiently quickly to receive the pre-
accredited FIT rate for a co-op to own, build and eventually operate the plant.  Successful delivery of 
the project should enable EP to earn a significant Success Fee.  To the extent permitted by the FIT 
timetable we are seeking to minimise the capital risked to deliver the project by using it to acquire 
the essential rights. 

So what of the Future for EP ? 

In our Interim report issued in December we outlined the reservations that the Board held regarding 
the potential for the onshore wind industry in UK.  We held the existing portfolio level without trying 
to extend it with new wind projects.  What has become clearer since then is that the new 
Government in post since May 2015 is seeking to prevent the further development of onshore wind 
except in most limited circumstances (which may include community projects of the sort we deliver).  
The planning system has become a political football. There is much rumour and conjecture 
circulating around the industry and the media but with conflicting facts at present it is virtually 
impossible to plan ahead with any confidence.  This situation is unhelpful for any business.  Not only 
is there uncertainty for ROCs, CfDs and FiTs and what may be implemented but there is also a big 
question mark over the status of Co-ops as we know them.   

Your Board remain committed to our task under these difficult constraints to real progress and 
remain hopeful that with the expertise that we have within the co-operative and the experience 
gained where we have had success with completed projects that we can achieve a return on the 
investments made in our remaining pipeline of projects. 

This AGM, to be held on 25th July in Doncaster, will be different to others we have held in as much as 
you will be able to visit the Shafton site and turbine, by kind permission of Four Winds Energy Coop 
Board who will have Board members in attendance, to show you the results of our endeavours with 
the latest wind turbine to be erected for Four Winds Energy Coop.  It is down to your belief and 
continuing support that has made this possible and we hope you will be able to join us to celebrate 
that success on the day. 

Rod Blunden 

 

Chairman         24th June 2015 
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Notice of Annual General Meeting to be held on  
Saturday 25th July 2015 

 
 
NOTICE is given that the Annual General Meeting of members will be held at 11.15am on Saturday 25th 
July 2015 at The Quaker Meeting House, Oxford Place, Doncaster, DN1 3QR for the following purposes: 
 
 

AGENDA 
 
 
1. Introductions and welcome. 
 
2. Motion 1: To approve the minutes of the annual general meeting held on 5th July 2014. (circulated 

December 2014). 
 
3. Motion 2: In accordance with Section 4A(2) of the Friendly and Industrial and Provident Societies 

Act 1968, a resolution not to undertake a full professional audit of the co-operative for the year. 
 
4. Motion 3: To receive and adopt the Report of the Directors and the annual Accounts for the year 

ended 31st January 2015. 
 
5. Motion 4: Election of Directors  
 To re-appoint Nick Jones as a Director of the Co-op. 
  
 
 
 
Close of Formal Business 
 
 
 
By order of the Board     Registered Office: 
Annette Heslop,      Unit 26, Trinity Enterprise Centre 
Company Secretary     Furness Business Park 
29th June 2015      Barrow in Furness 

LA14 2PN  
 
        
 

 
 

To cast your vote please login to the members’ area at www.energyprospects.coop and click on the AGM 
Voting link. 

 
 
 

 

http://energyprospects.coop/memberslogin.asp
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Nominations to the Board 

 
 

The Rules allow for a maximum number of five Board members of which one third must retire each 
year. Nick Jones will retire in rotation and is seeking re-election. Members will be asked to re-elect 
Nick through a motion. 

 
 

Biographical Note 
 

Director Seeking Re-election 
 
Nick Jones - Edinburgh 
I am a solicitor and a member of the Law Society of Scotland. Having had a long career in private 
practice I am also a partner and Head of Energy at MacRoberts, a Scottish Law Firm with offices in 
Dundee, Edinburgh and Glasgow. I have over 20 years experience in all aspects of commercial property 
work including property development, acquisitions, disposals, commercial leasing, security and 
investment work. For the last 15 years MacRoberts has increasingly focussed on the renewables 
sector, especially onshore wind farm development. 
 
I am a member of the Scottish Renewables onshore wind group and the Scottish Property Federation 
Building standards and sustainability working group.  
 
I live in Edinburgh with my wife and three children.  
 
Having served as a director of Energy Prospects since its inception, I would welcome the opportunity to 
stand for a further term. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

To cast your vote please login to the members’ area at www.energyprospects.coop and click on the AGM 
Voting link. 

 

http://energyprospects.coop/memberslogin.asp
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